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Introduction

Throughout human history, concepts such as auspiciousness, prosperity, blessing, and good
fortune have been central to mankind’s enduring quest for understanding and attainment. These
notions have been particularly embodied in ‘auspiciousness’, as a term. Among the manifestations
of this pursuit are symbols and signs, crafted in various forms, which function as the talismans of
auspiciousness within human life. It is widely believed that talismans inherently embody a fusion
of celestial and terrestrial forces, through which extraordinary phenomena manifest in the
universe. Thus, the significance of talismans in human life is undeniable. Given humanity’s
enduring belief in their power, the study and interpretation of these symbols can yield deeper
insight into the latent, mysterious energies they potentially contain, enhancing human existence.
Furthermore, examining talismans provides a critical awareness of the profound beliefs and values
embedded within them, enabling individuals to navigate life with a greater purpose and meaning.

Research Method

This study seeks to address the following questions: what meanings are embedded within
auspicious talismanic symbols in the history of Iranian art? What specific concepts do these
symbols convey within this context? To this end, this research employs a descriptive-analytical
method and a historical symbol analysis, grounded in James Frazer’s theory of sympathetic magic
and talismanic efficacy, with a particular focus on zoomorphic symbols, specifically lions, bulls,
and peacocks.

Research Findings

The findings reveal that these symbols in Islamic-period Iranian art were created and utilized
as mediators for manifesting, storing, and channeling vital energies. Designed to transcend natural
forces, they play a significant role in imbuing human life with meaning. Understanding these
symbols not only provides deeper insight into Iranian culture and history but also serves as
ameans of attracting positive energies and good fortune in personal life. Within this
framework, zoomorphic symbols-particularly lions, bulls, and peacocks hold a distinct place in
popular beliefs due to their unique attributes: 1) the lion symbolizing power and courage; 2) bulls
representing abundance and fertility; 3) the peacock embodying freedom and luminosity. Each of
these motifs is uniquely encoded within talismanic traditions, reflecting their enduring symbolic
resonance. The lion, embodying strength and courage, serves as a potent symbol of triumph and
success in  human life. The bull, with its associations with fertility and procreation,
represents abundance and prosperity. Meanwhile, the peacock is revered for its liberating freedom.
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Also, as an emblem of luminosity, peacocks are deeply embedded within Islamic narratives and
teachings, occupying a distinctive role in talismanic traditions. This diversity of symbols not only
reflects a rich tapestry of beliefs but also underscores the profound connection between humanity
and nature, highlighting its enduring influence on daily existence and spiritual practice.

Conclusion

The concept of auspiciousnesshas was a fundamental element in humanity’s enduring quest
for felicity and good fortune throughout history. Beyond its association with luck and benevolence,
it reflects mankind’s intrinsic desire to influence destiny and invoke blessings in daily life. Within
this framework, talismans have served as a pervasive medium for attracting auspiciousness,
embodying the intersection of symbolic belief and tangible practice. The concept of auspiciousness
has consistently held significant cultural and historical importance in Iranian civilization,
particularly during the Islamic period, where it emerged as a profound symbolic representation of
prosperity, good fortune, and divine benevolence. The Islamic period's belief in celestial
influences served this very purpose. Drawing upon their historical engagement with metaphysical
sciences and natural forces, humans have consistently sought to mediate these cosmic powers
through symbolic artifacts and talismanic objects. This study ultimately concludes that the concept
of auspiciousness persists as a living tradition in contemporary society. A thorough investigation
of this phenomenon could establish a foundation for subsequent research into the socio-cultural
impacts of auspicious symbolism. Also, talismanic practices could facilitate deeper understanding
of humanity's ontological relationship with the natural world.

Keywords: Talisman, Symbol, Zoomorphic Motifs, Auspiciousness, Lion, Bull, Peacock.
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